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INTERIOR DEPARTMENT APPROPRIATIONS FOR 1953 


THURSDAY FEBRUARY 21, 1952 


BONNEVILLE POWER ADMINISTRATION 


WITNESSES 


MORGAN D. DUBROW, WASHINGTON, D. C., OFFICE 
LEO W. KUDEJ, ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 
D. OTIS BEASLEY, DIRECTOR, DIVISION OF BUDGET AND FINANCE 


CONSTRUCTION 
REQUEST FOR LINE FROM M’NARY DAM TO WALLA WALLA SUBSTATION 


Mr. Kirwan. I understand that the Bureau of the Budget may 
give favorable consideration to some 1953 supplementals for the 
Bonneville Power Administration. The committee will discuss these 
items at this time and there will be inserted in the record at this point 
the document dealing with these items in the event approval is given 
yy the President. 

(The document, H. Doc. 370, was inserted subsequently in part, as 
follows: ) 
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tonneville Power Administration 


} } ] 
— Headit pone Cha Increase 
Construction $67. O46, 400 $70, 286, 400 4? 1). OOK 
Chis proposed supplemental appropriation is to provide for construction of a 
230-kilovolt transmission line from the MeNary Dam to Walla Walla, Wash., and 
1 230-kilovolt substation at Walla Walla, and to provide for installation of series 
capacitors on: the 230-kilovolt facilities from Spokane, Wash., to Hot Springs, 
Mont. 


The MceNary-Walla Walla facilities are required to meet power demands for 
east by July 1955 for the Pasco-Walla Walla-Pendleton area, including direct and 
indirect requirements of the Atomie Energy Commission. Inerease in load 
estimates and slower anticipated delivery time for critical materials requiring 
initiation of this construction in fiscal vear 1953 have developed since the 1953 
budget was submitted. 

Series capacitors are needed on the Spokane-Hot Springs line to permit an 
increased flow of power eastward to an aluminum plant at Kalispell, Mont., by 
July 1954 as adequate power will not be available from Hungry Horse Dam to 
meet this load in the summer months. The increased power requirements of the 
aluminum plant did not develop in time for inclusion of these facilities in the 1953 
budget and deferral of the work to fiscal vear 1954 will not permit meeting the 
r quired completion date 


Mr. Dubrow, will vou tell us something about the pending proposals? 
Mr. Dusprow. We are sending up through the Budget Bureau an 
amendment to our 1953 construction program. That amendment 


(1) 
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consists of three items. The principal! item is the new funds for a new 
transmissicn line from McNary Dam to our Walla Walla substation, 
and we are also asking for a program adjustment in order that we can 
buy another transformer for our round-up substation and new funds 
for series capacitors for the Hot Springs-Spokane line. 

For this MceNary-Walla Walla line, we are asking for $2,220,000, 
and those funds are needed in order that we will be able to obligate 
for the materials and the transformers for that line in order that we 
can energize it in July 1955. 

That program change has resulted from an unusual load growth in 
that area due to the Hanford works and due to the normal civilian 
activities associated with that and with the Columbia Basin project. 








ORIGINAL ESTIMATED POWER REQUIREMENTS LOW 


What actually happened was when we sat down with the utilities 
to estimate the loads for that area right before we submitted our 1953 | 
budget we got a figure from them and it turned out aboui a month 
later that that figure had been underestimated by 55,000 kilowatts, 
but it was an honest mistake on their part and ours as the load is just 
growing at a rate which is almost unbelievable. The load is growing 
there at the rate of 35,000 kilowatts a year, so the delay in Ice Harbor 
Dam which would have strengthened our transmission in that area 
made it imperative that we take some kind of action to meet that load 
situation by 1955 and some interim action before 1955. 

The first thing we plan to do as an iterim measure is to take a 
P. P. & L. transformer and put it into our Walla Walla substation 
and to take funds which we had asked for to install the one roundup . 
transformer which we had previously asked for and to obligate for 
another transformer so that we would have two 20,000 kilovolt- 
ampere banks in there instead of the one which had been programed 
when we originally submitted our 1953 budget. 


NEED FOR LINE 


Mr. Kirwan. Is there no other way that this power can be trans- 
ported there, only by the suggestions you are making here this 
morning? 

Mr. Dusrow. The only way we can meet the situation there is 
with this line. If it is not energized by July 1955, we simply will 
have to curtail 40,000 or 50,000 kilowatts load, and that would be 
the load that we are serving to the Pacific Power & Light Co. to 
serve their people in that area. 

This is the only effective means of meeting that situation. 

Mr. Kirwan. Do you want to ask any questions on this, Mr. 
Jensen? 

Mr. Jensen. The line will run from where to where? 

Mr. Dusrow. From McNary Dam to our Walla Walla substation. 

Mr. Jensen. And the power to go on the line at MeNary in 1955? 

Mr. Dusrow. That is right. 

Mr. Jensen. Will that line parallel any other line? 

Mr. Dusrow. No, sir. 

Mr. Jensen. You said that line will furnish power to whom? 

Mr. Dusrow. To the Pacific Power & Light Co. and it will furnish 
some power to the Hanford project. 
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POSSIBILITY OF PRIVATE COMPANIES BUILDING THE LINE 


Mr. JenseN. Cannot the Puget Sound Power «& Light people 
build that with their own money? 

Mr. Kupes. That is the load center there at Walla Walla. 

The private utility is a distributing agency in that area. They 
have a lower voltage line through which they serve their customers. 

Mr. Jensen. I understand that. There is no law to keep them 
from building a line that I know of if thev have the money to do it or 
can raise the money to do it. 

Have the private utilities agreed to this, or have they made any 
move to build this line or asked to build it, or do they agree with this 
request? 

Mr. Kuprs. I am sure they do. 

Mr. Dusrow. Yes, sir, they agree with it. 1 do not see the reason 
for them to build this line because it is a m: jor part of the Federal 
grid connecting a Federal dam with a load center, which is consonant 
with Federal power policy. 

Mr. Jensen. You have no line there now, do you? Running 
between those two points? 

Mr. Dusrow. No, sir, we do not. 

Mr. JENSEN. So vou cannot exactly say that it is part of the major 
grid. Of course if you took that attitude your complete Bonneville 
territory there would not be within the Bonneville grid system. 

Mr. Kuprs. The McNary Dam is not in operation vet. 

Mr. Jensen. I realize that. 

Mr. Kupes. And the Walla Walla substation is in operation now. 
We would require a line from the Federal dam. 

Mr. Jensen. How many miles would you say? 

Mr. Kuprs. Approximately 50 miles. 


REASON FOR REQUEST AT THIS TIME 


Mr. Jensen. And you want money 3 years in advance to build a 
50-mile line? 

Mr. Dusrow. We have to have that, Congressman, if we are going 
to be able to order the materials and be assured that we will have them 
to build the line when we start construction. Since we appeared 
before you gentlemen about a month ago, we have been advised that 
deliveries for big transformers had slipped another 2 to 6 months and 
the same is true of other construction materials. 


REQUEST FOR SERIES CAPACITORS AT SPOKANE 


Mr. Jensen. Is there anything else that you are asking for today 
for the Bonneville Power Administration? 

Mr. Dusrow. The only other item was $370,000 to obligate the 
contract for series capacitors at Spokane. This will help stabilize 
the Hot Springs-Spokane line and make it possible to get additional 
power over the line. That change resulted from an action taken by 
the Defense Production Authority when they increased the amount of 
power for the aluminum plant at Kallispel from 120,000 to 150,000. 
In order to be assured that we can get that much power flow over 
the line when we do not have power at Hungry Horse, we have to 
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have those series capacitors in and in order to get them in the line 
in time to meet the power situation we have to have those series 
capacitors ordered as soon as possible. 

Mr. Kupes. In other words, the series capacitors increase the 
capacity of the existing line and obviate the need for constructing 
an additional line in that area. They would be installed close to 
the Cabinet Gorge Dam under construction. The Washington water- 
power dam would be connected with the Federal system. 

Mr. Kirwan. Dr. Fenton. 


LINE FROM M’NARY DAM TO WALLA W ALLA. 


Dr. Fenron. You say that this new line that you are talking about 
and which is in this particular request does not parallel any other 
lines? There are no lines in existence yet? 

Mr. Dusrow. No, sir; there are no lines, that is, no major trans- 
mission lines which would carry the kind of power we are talking 
about in that area. We are serving that area now through a 115- 
kilovolt line which comes down from our Franklin substation to 
Walla Walla and this would be a new 230-kilovolt line which would 
connect our substation at McNary Dam to the substation at Walla 
Walla which we now have and from which we serve the P. P. & L. 
and other users in that area. 

Mr. Kuprs. There has been a tremendous load growth in that entire 
area due to various kinds of activities, new businesses around that 
area, because of the atomic-energy works and new businesses estab- 
lished to serve the people that have settled there working not only for ‘ 
AEC, but for the Columbia Basin project and whatever other activity 
there is in the area. 

Dr. Fenron. You do not know whether the private-power people 
have been contacted about supplying a line there? 

Mr. Dusrow. They have been contacted about their loads and 
they know that we are trying to provide this line in order to provide 
them service. That is what we are proposing to do. 

Dr. Fenton. That is all. 


Tuurspay, Fresrvuary 21, 1952. 


OFFICE OF TERRITORIES 
ADMINISTRATION OF TERRITORIES 


WITNESSES 


JAMES P. DAVIS, DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF TERRITORIES 
JAMES A. McCONNELL, DEPUTY HIGH COMMISSIONER, TRUST 
TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS 


TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC 


Mr. Kirwan. The next item to be considered is a request for an 
additional $1,900,000 for the Trust Territory of the Pacific, contained 
in House Document No. 359. The pertinent part of the document 
and the justification will be inserted in the record. 





(The document is as follows: ) 


Office of Territories 


Budge Original 
Heading cee 


page | estimate | ©'ange to Increase 


798 | Administration of Territories $12, 180, 000 $14, O80, 000 $1, 900, 000 


™ This proposed supplemental is necessary to permit the replacement, in the Trust 
Territory of the Pacific Islands, of temporary wartime buildings and other physical 
facilities which have deteriorated badly from the tropical climate. It is imperative 
that living and working conditions be brought to minimum standards acceptable 
to qualified Americans and their families if employee efficiency and program 
achievement are to be maintained. 

This proposed supplemental appropriation was not included in the budget 
because plans were not sufficiently advanced at that time to permit accurate cost 
estimates. 


(The justification is as follows:) 
OrriceE oF TERRITORIES 
(H. Doe. 359) 


Administration of territories 


Budget estimate, 1953___- $12, 180, 000 
Proposed increase 1, 900, 000 
tevised estimate, 1953. 14, O8O, 000 


PURPOSE AND NEED FOR REVISION OF ESTIMATE 


This amendment to the 1953 estimate for “Administration of Territories” covers 
additional funds in the amount of $1,900,000 required for construction projects 
in the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands. These funds will be applied to 
hospital, school, and housing projects which were originally scheduled to be in- 
cluded in a separate 5-year construction program. It is now apparent that the 
need for these projects is acute and that unless some relicf is given to the employees 
now in the districts, in-the form of better housing and living conditions, the trust 
territory will be faced with a tremendously increased turn-over in employment with 
its resultant loss of time, money, and efficiency. Plans for this construction were 
not sufficiently advanced at the time of the regular budget submission to permit 
accurate cost estimates. 

A detailed justification of the proposed projects is submitted herewith. 


GRANTS, TRUST TERRITORY 


The purpose of the amendment to the request for appropriations for the govern- 
ment of the trust territory for fiscal year 1953 is to provide funds to construct 
permanent buildings in the six districts. Seventy-five percent of the funds will 
be used to construct single houses, duplex apartments and transient quarters. 
This will take care of approximately 50 percent of the housing needs in the dis- 
tricts and it is anticipated that a comparable sum to complete that work will be 
requested in fiscal year 1954. 

The construction will be permanent with all building walls, except warehouses 
and shops, to be of cement coral blocks, floors to be concrete and roofs to be 
transite sheeting or asbestos shingles. Experience to date indicates that such 
construction will be self-liquidating through decreased maintenance costs over a 
15-year period which is substantially less than the life of the structures. This 
request might have been included in the original appropriation request for tiscal 
1953 except for the fact that when preliminary estimates for that request were 
prepared, 8 months ago, it was anticipated that a separate 5-year construction 
program would be developed of which this would have been a part. It has since 
become obvious that unless some relief is given to the employees now in the dis- 
tricts, in the form of better housing and living conditions we will be faced with a 
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tremendously increased turn-over of employment. Substantial savings of time 
efficiency and money will be effected if such a turn-over can be avoided. Existing 
housing and other structures to be replaced—all temporary quonsets built during 
World War Il—are in deplorable condition and are extremely costly to maintain. 

The other buildings which are planned are also urgently needed inasmuch as the 
improvements to hospitals are required for the health of our employees as well 
as for the native population; the schools are essential, if we are to meet district 
demands in the education field; and the warehouses and shops will quickly pay 
for themselves through more efficient operations. In view of these facts it is 
believed that the request for funds in the amount of $1,900,000 is thoroughly 
justified. A detailed analysis by districts is attached. 

Vew construction (complete units, $1,470,000) 

Single houses, $780,000.—The funds requested will be used to construct 52 
detached two-bedroom houses in the various districts and equip them with refrig- 
erators, ranges, water heaters, and washing machines. The construction will be 
permanent with cement coral block walls on concrete slabs, and with roofs of 
transite sheeting or asbestos shingles. All wooden members will be termite 
proofed. The permanence of the construction will reduce later maintenance 
costs by a substantial figure compared to the present maintenance costs of the 
worn out Quonsets now in use. The purchase of refrigerators and washing ma- 
chines is justified by the reduced expense of transportation of employees’ household 
effects to and from the area. 

Duplex apartments, $400,000.—The funds requested will be used to construct 
20 one-bedroom duplex apartments in the various districts and to equip them the 
same as the single houses. They will furnish quarters for couples without children 
and for single women. For purposes of flexibility of housing assignments, some 
will be constructed with joint kitchen and dining facilities and some with separate. 
This design will permit the minimum cost of housing construction as opposed to 
building all single family units. 

Transient quarters, $130,000.—The funds requested will be used to construct 
simple lodging quarters for transients including crews of the planes which serve 
the districts, as well as quarters for single male employees where appropriate. 
They will be constructed in the four districts of Saipan, Yap, Ponape, and Majuro 
where no such facilities now exist. They will have single rooms and a single 
kitchen and dining room arrangement. Their construction will be similar to that 
of the single and duplex houses with respect to building materials and basic simple 
design. 

Schools, $160,000.—The funds requested will be used to provide an intermediate 
school of adequate size in the Saipan districts. This will release the building now 
being used and make it available for an urgently needed elementary school which 
would be under Saipanese management. It will permit furnishing intermediate 
schooling to more than 50 applicants now denied such schooling because of a lack 
of facilities despite the fact that the present intermediate school is being conducted 
on a split session basis. It will also provide for additional buildings in the Ponape 
and Majuro districts to provide for expansion of vocational training in keeping 
with the local educational needs of those districts. 

Vew construction (additions to present buildings, $225,000) 

Hospital additions, $145,000.—The funds requested will be used to construct 
badly needed additions to the hospitals in all districts except Majuro which has 
buildings adequate to meet present needs. The additions as they are built will be 
of permanent construction with the long range plans of later replacing certain 
portions of the existing buildings with similar construction. They will provide 
space for segregation of tubercular patients which is at present impossible with the 
inadequate space and will generally permit safer and more sanitary operation of 
the hospitals. 

School additions, $80,000.—The funds requested will provide a first step in build- 
ing additional rooms to take care of increased enroliment of qualified students now 
denied the advantage of schooling beyond the sixth grade because of a lack of 
school facilities. 


Relocation and reconstruction of existing structures, $105,000 

Warehouses, $55,000.—The funds requested will be used to dismantle and rebuild 
at new sites existing warehouses on Saipan and one on Majuro. The warehouses 
will have transite sides and sheet metal roofs and will be erected on concrete slabs. 
Their construction will permit more efficient handling and storage of supplies and 
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will cut stevedoring auc hauling costs. The resultant savings are estimated to be 
sufficient to pay for the operation within 3 years. 

Shops, $50,000.—The funds requested will be used to dismantle two warehouses 
on Saipan and erect them for shop facilities at Truk. These shops will be equipped 
to rehabilitate various types of equipment now in the districts which are not 
usable in their present condition. The shops will also be used to keep all types 
of equipment in good repair. This will include public works equipment, electronies 
equipment, office equipment and some hospital equipment. Centralizing the major 
repair operations will greatly reduce the amount of spare parts which must | 
carried in stock and minimize the labor costs of the repair operation. Savings 
through cannibalizing presently unusable equipment will in themselves go a 
long way toward defraying construction costs. 


¢ 


Engineering and supervision, $100,000 

The funds requested for surveys, designs and supervision of construction are 
considered to be a reasonable estimate of the cost of such operations. The 
estimated cost of surveys and designs amounts to approximately 3 percent of the 
total cost of the projects and it is intended that this work will be awarded to a 
private engineering concern on a contract basis in order to avoid the employment 
of additional staff. Necessarily the supervision will be carried on by personnel 
within the department of public works and the estimated cost at less than 3 percent 
of construction cost is beheved to be reasonable. 
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Mr. Kirwan. Mr. Davis, will you please explain this request? 
Mr. Davis. Mr. McConnell will continue with that. 

Mr. Kirwan. All right. 


; HOUSING FOR PERSONNEL 


Mr. McConneui. This request, Mr. Chairman, is made up of 
items of public works which in our opinion are necessary and which 
we believe will within a relatively short period of time pay for them- 
selves. The principal item of the total amount concerns housing for 
our own personnel. Our people now are living in Quonset = lings 
which are in various stages of repair or perhaps I should say lack of 
repair. The cost of maintenance of those buildings in iaaiier like 
an adequate manner so that the floors and the shower baths don’t 
fall in and _ the roofs do not leak too much when it rains is building 
up each yes 

We be he ve with the simple type of houses that we intend to erect 
out of permanent materials, or as nearly permanent as we can get 
them, we will be able to reduce our maintenance costs on buildings 
to a point where the buildings will pay for themselves through that 
reduction in maintenance cost in a relatively short time. 

Another way that these buildings will pay for themselves is in the 
fact that one of our biggest headaches out there, sir, is the personnel 
turn-over that we have. It is a headache from an administration 
standpoint to try to break in new people and it is an expensive item 
when vou think of returning people even with the minimum house- 
hold effects that they are inclined to take with them and recruiting 
someone new to go back. 

We are not intending to build any paradise of the Pacific out there, 
but we do feel that we will get a much higher morale and a considerably 
decreased turn-over of personnel if we provide them some simple one- 
story one- and two-bedroom houses to live in. I cannot overempha- 
size the necessity of trying to make life a bit more habitable to our 
staff in the field who by and large are doing an excellent job, in my 
opinion, but who are constantly annoyed with the big and_ little 
things in connection with their housekeeping. 

When you are in an isolated area these things magnify themselves 
tenfold. 

That, as I say, comprises the largest proportionate part of the 
total request for housing which is estimated at $1,180,000. 


TRANSIENT QUARTERS 


Then, in each of the four centers we are asking for from $24,000 to 
$40,000 to build little transient quarters running from 8 rooms to 10 
rooms. Our committee, let us say, when it goes around, our own 
headquarters people when they travel around, our plane crews when 
they come into the district centers on weekly trips, are being housed 
in Quonset huts which have to be repaired day after day to keep them 
in any kind of shape at all. We believe that at a figure of around 
$5,000 a room we can build some transient quarters there of per- 
manent-type construction which will take care of the equipment which 
is installed in it and we will have something that will again pay for 
itself in a relatively short period of time. 
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NEW SCHOOL AT SAIPAN 


We are considering one new school at Saipan to cost $96,000, as we 
estimate it, which will permit use by the native village of the building 
which is now being used for an intermediate school. At the moment 
they are running on half sessions and have been for some long time. 
The population there is increasing by leaps and bounds and inside of 
another year even on a half-session basis that school is not going to be 
adequate. It was from that district I recall that we had a letter from 
our educational administrator who said that he hoped never again in 
his lifetime would he find himself in the position where he had to 
ration education, and it is a fact it is the most highly cultured district 
that we have in the territory, but we have the least adequacy as far 
as actual school buildings are concerned. We are also asking for 
some small amount of money for additional schools in Ponape and 
Majuro, 


HOSPITALS 


In the field of hospitals we are asking for $145,000 for new con- 
struction, which will be additions to the present dispensaries or 
hospitals, whichever you care to call them. The biggest part of 
that is $100,000 equally divided between the districts of Yap and 
Truk, both of which points are badly in need of additional space in 
the hospitals. At Truk that space will be used for a tuberculosis 
ward and similarly at Yap, although the actual space at Yap will be 
used for some other purposes and that space which is now there used 
for the tuberculosis patient. 

At those two hospitals we just do not have any provisions now for 
isolating tuberculosis except by screens that are put up in the wards 
and it is a bad situation. 

At Saipan the amount asked for hospital construction is to con- 
struct a small addition to the present hospital which will be used to 
take care of the insane. At the present time the insane are kept in 
the jail. There is no other place to keep them. In some cases we 
have had some criminally insane whom we have had no place for and 
thev have had to be kept at home and kept under guard all the 
time. We have endeavored to make arrangements to have the insane 
taken care of at other places outside the territories. 

At Honolulu we tried desperately to do that, and we find it is 
absolutely impossible. Probably in the longer run considering the 
different cultures of people it will be cheaper for us and more satis- 
factory to the patients and to their families if we do provide this 
small addition at a cost of $30,000 and take care of them right in 
the territory. 

RELOCATION OF WAREHOUSES 


The other items are for the relocation of some warehouses, one at 
Saipan and one at Majuro, for the removal of a warehouse which is 
now at Saipan, bringing it from there to Truk to make use of it as a 
central shop for repair of our motor vehicles and our heavy equipment 
which at the present time is being repaired as best we can througiout 
the district. 

We believe that by concentration of that maintenance work, 
although there will be some cost in transportation, we will be able to 
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cut down a censiderable amount of the necessity of spare parts for 
all types of equipment and be able to do a better and cheaper main- 
tenance job. 
I think, sir, that summarizes in a very brief way the construction 
we have in mind. 
EXPENSIVE HOUSING 


Mr. Kirwan. | think you said vou want to construct a couple of 
buildings there at $500,000 so that the people can be housed. You 
want to construct a few places over there where the air service crews 
and other people can be housed properly; is that right? 

Mr. McConne tt. Yes. 

Mr. Kirwan. The question | want to ask is: What makes it so 
expensive? You say $5,000 a room. 

Mr. McConne.ti. That of course would include kitchen facilities 
and dining room, 

Mr. Kirwan. But that is expensive, is it not? Here in this 
country now we think it is very, very expensive when we have, let 
us say three rooms, that cost $10,000. 

Mr. McConne.u. I must confess, sir, I glanced at that without 
my glasses on. In Saipan it is ten rooms for $40,000 and eight rooms 
for $24,000, which is $3,000 each. 

Mr. Kirwan. That is more like it, but vou said $5,000. 


USE OF SALVAGED LUMBER 


Would it not be possible to use lumber being salvaged on Saipan for 
the housing units? 

Mr. McConne.tyi. We have made some requests for studies on that, 
sir, and I have a preliminary report prepared by our Engineers. There 
are two general elements that enter into it: one, the materials, and 
the other the labor. As far as the materials are concerned we do have 
structural timbers there in the warehouse at Saipan, 2-by-4’s, 4-by-4’s, 
4-by-6’s, and some larger 2-by-8’s, and things of that sort. Those 
timbers we are going to use all the way through our construction for 
the floor joists, for rafters, and so forth. 

However, there is no material there that is suitable for sheathing, 
for siding, except a very small amount that can be used in shelving or 
something of that sort, because those big warehouses are built with a 
corrugated transite sheathing. It looks like a piece of corrugated sheet 
metal, although it is made of asbestos material. The roofs are either 
of that same material or of metal, so there is no sheathing material 
and no plywood, which is generally the material which is used to make 
up vour so-called dismantleable houses. 

That is one element of it. The other element that enters into it, 
as I say, is the labor. We feel that whereas vou can in the States 
perhaps compete on a prefabricated house with vour concrete steel 
house, although as vou look around the area in Washington you will 
find that most of the construction is going up out of the tile rather 
than prefabricated materials you have an entirely different labor 
situation out there. 
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DIFFICULTY IN CONSTRUCTING PREFABRICATED HOUSES 


Out there our natives are able to set one brick on top of the other 
as children would build up blocks and they can build something out 
of it. They can set up doorways and come out with something that 
is waterproof and tight and something that is windproof and will not 
fall down, but they do that with just oral instructions given by our 
gang bosses. When vou get into the prefabricated field vou have 
to get into the blueprint stage. You have to have closely made 
joints when vou design panels that have to fit around a door casing 
or window casing and they have to fit exact. 

Our people out there just are not up to that kind of construction or 
that craftsmanship, although we are still examining it and we intend 
to go into the tvpe of construction that is the cheapest and the best 
as far as longevity is concerned. However, our inclination is at the 
moment that in all likelihood the answer will be that coral tile will be 
the cheapest We can set up these little plants, native-operated, 
making these tile blocks. 

It is a good way to preserve our cement. If cement stays there 
unused for very long it deteriorates, but you can make it up into 
brick and the older the bricks are the better they are as long as they 
do not get out in the sun too much in the early stages. The natives 
themselves can go ahead with the construction, which would not be 
possible, we feel, with their working with panels. 


MAINTENANCE COST OF DWELLINGS 
Mir. Kirwan. What is vour estimated annual cost of maintenance 
for the present dwelling units throughout the Territory? 
Mir. McConne tu. I do not have that broken down. I would have 
to break that down out of our figures. 


FAMILIES TO BE HOUSED 


Mir. Kirwan. How many families will be housed at each district 
under this program? 

Mr. McConneui. Under this program we have at Saipan 12 single 
units and 3 duplex, which would mean 18 families; at Koror, 8 single 
units and 5 duplex, which would be again 18; at Yap, 4 single units 
and 2 duplex, which would be 8; at Truk, 8 single units and 5 duplex, 
which would be 18; at Ponape, 10 single units and 3 duplex, which 
would be 16; at Majuro, 10 single units and 2 duplex, which would be 
14; a total of 92 families. 


LOCATION OF HEADQUARTERS 


Mr. Kirwan. Where is your headquarters now? 

Mr. McConneuui. In Honolulu. 

Mr. Kirwan. Do vou intend to move over to Saipan and place your 
headquarters there? Are you going to build a home over there for 
the Governor in charge of the Territory or something of that sort? 

Mr. McConne tu. It is not contemplated in the framework of this 
request. 
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Mr. Kirwan. Do vou think it would be better to get that done 
some day? 

Mr. McConneuu. The decision has not been made, sir, as to where 
we will move our headquarters. [happen to be personally very much 
in favor of moving out of Honolulu. 

Mr. Kirwan. That is what I meant. I think the activity would be 
better supervised if somebody was down in the islands rather than a 
couple of thousand miles away. 

Mr. aie ‘ONNELL. There is no question about it. Of course, we do 
have our headquarters staff. We have 49 of them in Honolulu and 41 
are actually out living in the Territory because we try to decentralize 
them and try to get all the people out in the Territory that we can out 
of our so-called headquarters staff. You are quite right, Mr. Chair- 
man, and the sooner we can get out of Honolulu the better we are. 

Mr. Kirwan. | think there are too many other activities in Hono- 
lulu, and it would be much better if vou were over in your own place 
there. 

Mr. McConneuu. There are very compelling reasons. 

Mr. Davis. That is strongly the policy of the Department. 

Mr. Kirwan. Once you get down where the work is and where the 
supervision is necessary it will be much better. Then vou can make 
trips to adjacent islands or islands nearby without going all the way 
from Honolulu. 

Mr. McConneuu. That is certainly foremost in our thinking. That 
is the thing we need to do. 

Mr. Kirwan. All right, Doctor. 


POPULATION OF TRUST TERBITORY ISLANDS 


Dr. Fenron. What are the various populations at Saipan, Koror, 
Yap, Truk, Ponape, and Majuro? 

Mr. McConneuu. In the Saipan district the population is 6,506; In 
Koror, another district-——-and these are all districts—8,967; in Yap, 
2,773; in Truk, 15,788; in Ponape, 10,397; and in Majuro, 11,399; a 
total of approximately 55,000. 

Dr. Fenron. That is all I have. 

Mr. Kirwan. We have been glad to have vou with us, and I again 
say, Mr. McConnell, that vou made a very fine presentation of vour 
work over there, and I hope that you and the others some day will all 
be united over in the headquarters there and not down around 
Diamond Head. 

Mr. Davis. I might sav, Mr. Chairman, on the 18th of March the 
Trusteeship Council in meeting at Lake Success will take up our 
stewardship out there, and we will have to answer a great many 
questions regarding the administration and the way the trusteeship 
has been carried on for the vear ended June 30, 1951. 

Mr. Kirwan. That is the conclusion. Thank you very much. 
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